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A ROCKY ROAD FOR GRIZZLY NETTERS THIS SEASON
by
Dave Guffey
UM Sports Information Director
MISSOULA—
It has been a rocky road for the University of Montana basketball team to the 
Big Sky Conference Basketball Championships in Ogden, Utah, March 2-3.
The trouble has come on the road, where coach Mike Montgomery's team has gone
2-11 overall and 0-7 in the BSC. One of those wins was in Billings in the KOA
Classic, however, the other was in Manhattan, where UM beat Kansas State, 61-60.
"It has been an up-and-down year for us," said Montgomery, who has guided the 
Grizzlies to a 14-12 overall record, and a 7-7 conference mark in his initial 
campaign as a head coach in the collegiate ranks.
"Our losses to Puget Sound (74-65) and Portland State (69-54) had to be the
low point of the season, he continued; "because at that point we weren't sure how
good we were. But, we bounced back and beat Kansas State. After that we've played 
more consistently, but not at the intensity level we need all the time."
After a 7-5 nonconference record UM began its 1978-79 Big Sky playoff quest 
with back-to-back victories over Gonzaga (68-53) and Idaho (70-49).
However, they still lost every conference road game, including the recent 
heartbreakers to Boise State (79-78 in OT) and Idaho State (78-77 in 4 OTs).
It was Montana s perfect 7-0 BSC home slate, and Boise State's overtime win over 
host Gonzaga February 24th which opened the door to the playoffs for the Grizzlies.
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"I knew everyone would be improved this season," Montgomery said. "We were 
picked to finish (third) about where we ended up. I thought we would be in the 
playoffs, and really feel we deserve to be there. If we could have won a couple of 
games on the road we'd be one of the top two in the conference right now."
Coming off a 21-8 season a year ago (12-2 in the BSC), Montgomery had to 
replace talented guards M. R. Richardson and Jim Molloy. Richardson is now playing 
professionally for the New York Knicks, and gave the Grizzlies something they lack 
this season--outside scoring, or instant offense.
Most of Montana's strength this season depends on the players junior John 
Stroeder (6-10) and senior Allan Nielsen (6-6), who are averaging 13.7 and 13.5 
points a game, respectively. They are the only Grizzly players scoring in double 
figures. Both were second team All-BSC picks last season.
A pleasant surprise for Montana has been the play of sophomores Craig Zanon 
(6-6) and Rod Brandon (6-6). Zanon has started at guard ever since the Weber State 
game in Ogden earlier this year, and Brandon has come off the bench on several occasions 
to ignite railies.
It will take a team effort from all of the Grizzly players this Friday evening 
to defeat defending BSC champ Weber State. The game starts at 7 p.m.
Despite taking a lot of lumps on their tough ride to the playoffs, the Grizzly 
team has only two more obstacles between them and the prestigious NCAA playoffs.
"I think any team in the tournament can win it," Montgomery said. "No one can 
afford to look past anyone."
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